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Middleburg Central School 


Middleburg Central School Is Attractive Building 


One of the most attractive central school 


buildings in the State is that of the Middleburg 
Central School, which was formally dedicated 
last spring, William 
Thompson and Ray P. Snyder, Director of the 


Department, 


when Regent Leland 


Rural Education Division of the 
gave addresses. 

The building was erected and equipped at a 
cost of $330,000. It is located on an attractive 
site in the village of Middleburg, which nestles 


in the Schoharie valley, at the foot of the 


Catskill mountains, 


The central district comprises 29 former dis 
639 


tricts and has an enrolment this year of 

pupils. The faculty of the school numbers 30, 
of whom nine are teaching in separate rural 
schools and 21 in the main building It is 


planned to add several special teachers to the 
faculty later. 
William F. 


schools of the 


Spencer is superintendent of 
supervisory district, in 
Middleburg is located. Stewart H. 
Smith is principal of the Middleburg Central 
School and Clark Spickerman is president of 


the board of education 


second 


which 
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Recent Decisions of the Commissioner of Education 


BY CHARLES A, BRIND JR, DIRECTOR, LAW DIVISION 


Since the last summary of decisions appear- 
ing in the June Ist issue of the Bulletin to the 
Schools the Commissioner of Education has 
determined 342 cases. The following summa- 
rizes those of most general interest. 


Case No. 2710 

Appellant complained of the overcrowded 
conditions in schools in a section of New York 
City and sought an order from the Com- 
missioner of Education directing the board of 
education of that city to provide proper facili- 
ties through the construction of a number of 
new school buildings. The Commissioner said: 

Attention is called by the board of education 
to years of depression since 1929, on account of 
which thousands of men and women have been 
out of employment. Many young men and wo- 
men have been unable to obtain positions and 
parents have been urged to continue their chil- 
dren in school until business improves. This 
means that many pupils are now in high school 
who otherwise would have entered industry and, 
consequently, there has been a sharp increase in 
school enrolment. When conditions improve 
there will be a corresponding decrease in school 
enrolment. 

After a careful examination of the facts 
present in this case and in view of the recog- 
nized financial depression, I am convinced that 
the board of education has neither been negli- 
gent nor abused its discretion in relation to its 
building program at this time. In fact, it 
appears to me that the board is worthy of the 
most hearty commendation for the way in 
which it has met the educational problem in 
the great city of New York during these try- 
ing times. Therefore, I am unwilling to grant 
the relief demanded in paragraph one. 


Case No. 2712 

Appellant sought the removal of the board 
of education of the city of Watervliet, alleging 
that certain members were interested in con- 
tracts made on behalf of the board and further 
that the board had dismissed teachers without 
reference to the recommendation of the super- 


intendent of schools. Prior to the determi- 


nation in this case the board member against 
whom most of the charges were specifically 
directed resigned and his resignation was 
accepted by the mayor of the city. The charges 
against a second member were dismissed, it 
appearing that although the member was a 


stockholder and officer in a grocery corporation 
from which supplies for the domestic science 
classes had been purchased, the charter of the 
city provided that even though a city officer is 
a stockholder such officer may make a contract 
on behalf of the city with such corporation. It 
was pointed out in the decision of the Com- 
missioner that while in his opinion this pro- 
vision of the city charter did not supersede the 
restrictions of the Education Law and the 
Penal Law with respect to interest on the part 
of board members in contracts, nevertheless, the 
board member could not be charged with wilful 
violation of law in view of the fact that he had 
secured legal advice prior to the purchases that 
such purchases were not unlawful. 

In respect to the last charge, that the board 
had dismissed teachers serving their proba- 
tionary period without the recommendation of 
the superintendent of schools, it appeared that 
the superintendent had thereafter made the 
recommendation. This cured any alleged vio- 
lation of law. 


Case No. 2714 

It was charged that the board of education 
had unlawfully dismissed certain employes 
without according them a hearing as is provided 
in section 872, subdivision 2-a, of the Education 
Law. It was held that a “school mechanic,” 
“handyman” or “school mechanic’s helper” is 
an administrative employe and is protected by 
the tenure rights accorded by the aforesaid 
law. A distinction was drawn between those 
positions which are not “merely clerical” but 
are executive in nature, itivolving judgment, 
trust and confidence, and positions which are 
clearly subordinate. The provisions of the 
tenure law extending its protection to employes 
of boards of education in cities outside of 
teachers cover persons falling within the latter 
category. It was also held that the subdivision 
above referred to was not limited in its applica- 
tion to persons who had taken civil service 
examinations. The subdivision in establishing 
as a probationary period for such employes 
“the probationary period in the civil service 
law and regulations based thereon” merely pro- 
vided for the length of the period. 
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Case No. 2713 


The question presented in this case was 
whether one person can hold the offices of 
collector and treasurer. The Commissioner 


held that while the statute does not expressly 
declare that these positions shall not be held by 
one person, the wording of the several sections 
relating to the election or appointment of dis- 
trict officers indicates the legislative intent that 
such offices be held by different individuals. 
Section 220 of the Education Law declares that 
each district shall have from one to 
three trustees, a clerk, a collector and, if the 
district so decides, a treasurer. If the district 
does not desire to create a separate office of 


SC he “ | 


treasurer, the statute provides a method for the 
disbursement of school moneys by the collector 
and supervisor (see Education Law, § 255 and 
360) or by the collector alone (see Education 
Law, § 253 and 255) but in the latter instance 
he still serves as collector and not treasurer. If 
the Legislature had any intention that the col- 
lector the district as 


treasurer, there would have been no point in 


should also represent 
providing for a treasurer under section 220 or 


in providing a method of disbursement of 


moneys by the collector. 


Case No. 2717 

An appeal the 
school district meeting in refusing to reallocate 
a portion of an estimated surplus for the reduc- 


from the action of annual 


tion of taxes in the district. 

Held: That where the voters prefer as a 
natter of good business practice that the board 
of education retain its surplus for the purpose 
of meeting its expenditures, instead of applying 
the same on the budget and eliminating the 
surplus so that there would be no moneys avail- 
able to pay expenses until the receipt of the 
taxes in the next school year, thus making it 
necessary for the board to borrow moneys and 
to pay a high rate of interest, such action will 


not be disturbed. 


»~? 7 


Cases No. 2724-2: 
These cases involve appeals from teachers of 
the city of Yonkers in which two questions 
were raised: 
1 Has the board of 
dismiss teachers without a reasonable advance 


education the right te 


notice ? 
2 In view of the fact that the positions were 
abolished are the teachers 


during the year, 


uw" 
ui 


entitled to the salary for the balance of the 


year? 
Upon the first proposition it was held 
An incumbent whose position has been 


abolished through lawful action on the part of 
the board of education, even though on tenure, 
is not entitled to a hearing and has no recourse 
against the board of education. Whatever may 
be said concerning the ethics of the situation, 
there is nothing in the law requiring a boar: 
of education to give notice in advance to a 
teacher whose position is to be abolished. The 





record indicates that appellants received a full 
month’s pay for the month of January. 

Upon the second question the Commissioner 
said: 

It is my conception of the provisions of the 
tenure law that after a teacher has secured 
tenure she holds under appointment for 
indeterminate term. She is entitled t mnitinue 
to hold her position (unless lished 
during good behavior and effici compe 
tent service until she resigns, retires or dies 
The period is unbroken by days, weeks oi 
years. It does not stop at the end of the year 
and commence with the ensuing year rl 
board of education may not dismiss ex ept upon 
charges, after an opportunity to be heard ha 
been given. It has been held many times that 
the board of education may abolish the position 
of a person who has secured tenur In order 


to give the law the construction which appel 
lants insist upon, it would be necessary to read 
into it some limitation as to the date on which 
the abolishment shall take place. There is not! 
ing in this section as it stands which mandat 
the board of education in abolishing the posi 
tions of appellants to make this abolisl 
take effect at the end of the school vear rather 
than on the date of the action of the board 
There is no rule of statutory construction wh 
will warrant the reading of such a provi 
into the statute. Therefore, appellants have no 
statutory rights to salary after their positions 
have been abolished by proper action of the 
board of education. 


ment 


729 


Case No. 2732 

An appeal from an order of the town clerks 
tine as a board wm 
124 and 125 of the Edu 


order of the distri 


and supervisors, a 


prov isions of sections 


cation Law, vacating an 


ie boundaries of certair 


superintendent altering 


Order of such board vacated 


it appearing that the 


school districts. 
order was made for th 
best educational interest of the pupils involved 
Case No. 2753 
Appellant contended that as a teacher sery 

under a salary schedule in a city she was 
entitled to certain increments. It 
adult 


been 


appears 
was a teacher of education and no 


had 


she 


specific schedule adopted for that 
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position. As a special teacher no legislative 
mandate fixed any minimum salary for her. 
Had the board of education adopted a salary 
schedule providing a definite minimum salary 
with certain annual increments for such a 
teacher, it would have been bound by such a 
schedule so adopted. This had not been done 
and therefore there was no foundation for 
appellant’s claim that she was entitled to an 
increment of $150 each year. It was further 
held that in a city school system teachers serve 
not under contract but under appointment. 
Where a position is abolished, the name of the 
teacher must be placed on a preferred eligible 
list for the next similar vacancy. The duties 
of a teacher of subnormal or retarded children 
in the third, fourth and fifth grades, to which 
appellant was subsequently assigned after the 
abolishment of her position as a teacher of adult 
education, are not similar to those of a teacher 
of adult education. 


Case No. 2760 

Appeal for the removal of member of a 
board of education of a union free school dis- 
trict for alleged violation of section 285 of the 
Education Law prohibiting a member from 
being interested directly or indirectly in con- 
tracts made on behalf of the district. The 
member attacked was president of the bank in 
which funds belonging to the school district 
were deposited. 

Held: That the record indicated that the 
money was deposited by the treasurer not in 
pursuance to any resolution passed by the board 
of education. Where the treasurer has chosen 
the bank and the board of education was not 
involved in the transaction, it was held that 
there was no violation of the provisions of 
section 285 of the Education Law on the part 
of any member of the board. 


The removal of said member was also 
demanded on the ground that the board had 
negotiated loans of money from the bank. The 
loan was negotiated by the treasurer and the 
board contended that it had not specified the 
bank from which the loan was to be obtained. 


Held: That while this procedure was not 
sufficient to avoid the intent and purpose of the 
aforesaid statute because the board can not 
delegate to the treasurer the power to borrow, 
nevertheless, where it appeared that the member 
acted under the impression that there was noth- 


ing illegal in such procedure, he can not be 
removed for wilful violation of law. 


Case No. 2797 

An appeal by a teacher from the rescission 
of a contract by a board of education. Appel- 
lant had married but had not revealed her 
marital status. She signed her contract in her 
maiden name, announcing the marriage subse- 
quently thereto. The board of education con- 
tended that her failure to reveal her marital 
status constituted a misrepresentation which was 
sufficient ground to rescind the contract. The 
board had previously passed a rule that it would 
not employ married teachers. Appellant claimed 
that the rule had not been brought officially to 
her attention and that consequently she was not 
bound to acquaint the board of her marriage. 

Held: That the evidence was sufficient to indi- 
cate that the teacher knew that a rule in respect 
to marriage had been passed and whether it was 
brought to her attention officially or unofficially 
was immaterial. Her failure to acquaint the 
board of the facts was sufficient ground to 
warrant the rescinding of the contract. 


Case No. 2806 

Where it is established by a preponderance 
of evidence that the district meeting refused to 
accord opportunity to discuss the merits of can- 
didates for election and where the noise and 
confusion which ensued upon the attempt of 
appellant to speak was not provocative of calm 
deliberation necessary to elect officers, a new 
meeting must be held. 


Case No. 2807 

Held: That an annual school meeting will 
not be set aside on the ground that improper 
notices were posted. The hour and date of the 
annual meeting are fixed by statute and such 
meeting will not be set aside on the ground 
that the notice was insufficient. It was held 
further that appellants may not rely on unchal- 
lenged votes in order to contest an election. 


Case No. 2818 

Held: That a school meeting has no power 
to determine upon the legality of an election. 
A special meeting called for the purpose of 
nullifying the action of the annual meeting and 
electing officers for the new year was set aside. 
Held, further, that the general clause in a notice 
of a special meeting, “transaction of any new 
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business that may properly come before such 
meeting,” is insufficient to confer upon a special 
meeting the power to act upon matters not 
specifically set forth in the notice. 


Case No. 2824 

Held: That a change or transfer from one 
school to another involves no violation of a 
teacher’s tenure rights as long as her rank or 
grade is not reduced. Where, however, a 
teacher is taken out of one classification where 
certain high qualifications are necessary and 
placed in another classification, the entrance re- 
quirements for which are not so high, the board 
violated the provisions of the tenure law. As 
a principal can not be demoted arbitrarily to 
the status of a teacher, a teacher who has ob- 
tained tenure in a particular classification can 
not be reduced to a lower grade without cause 
and without a hearing. 


Case No. 2825 

Appellant sought to have the action of a 
meeting set aside in respect to the budget, alleg- 
ing that he sought by motion to have the budget 
adopted item by item, which was not done (see 
section 324 of the Education The evi- 
dence submitted indicated that appellant made 
his motion after the commencement of the vot- 
ing on the budget. 

Held: That the 
does not contemplate that a voter interrupt the 
proceedings in the course of balloting and de- 
mand that the meeting commence over again 
in voting the budget. The chairman 
properly declared appellant out of order. 


Law). 


section above referred to 


upon 


Case No. 2830 

Upon an appeal from an election, held that 
the same will not be set aside on the ground 
that illegal votes were cast unless it is shown 
that the result would have been different had 


the illegal votes not been cast. 


Case No. 2855 

Held: That it is the duty of the collector to 
honor all orders regular upon their face duly 
made by the trustee. It is not the function of 
the collector to pass upon the legality of the 
order and he may not assume the trustee’s pre- 
rogatives in attempting to determine whether 
or not the bill should be paid. 


Case No. 3001 
Appeal from the action of the Director of 
the Motion Picture Division in requiring cer- 


4 


tain eliminations in a motion picture entitled 
“ Chained.” 

Held: That the eliminations were properly 
directed for the reason that the passages were 
indecent, immoral and tend to corrupt 


morals within the provisions of article 43 of 


would 


the Education Law. 


Case No. 3010 

Appeal from the designation of a high school 
made by the annual meeting. It clearly appear- 
ing from the facts that appellant was subjected 
to undue hardship in being required to pass by 
one high school to attend another five miles be 
yond, the designation was set aside. 


Case No. 3021 

An appeal by a teacher from the refusal of 
the board of superintendents of New York City 
to recommend her for permanent appointment. 

Held: That whether or not a recommendation 
is made by the board of superintendents is dis- 
cretionary. Without 
board of education can not accord a teacher a 


such recommendation the 
permanent position but must dispense with her 
services at the end of the probationary period. 
The refusal of the board of superintendents to 
subject to 


make the recommendation is not 


review on appeal. 


Case No. 3026 

An appeal from the refusal of the board of 
New York City to permit 
certain 


superintendents of 
appellant or her attorney to 
minutes and records in possession of the board. 


examine 


The records pertain to a hearing by the board 
of superintendents to determine whether or not 
the recommendation for permanent appointment 
of appellant should be made. 

Held: That there is no requirement directing 
the board of superintendents to give each person 
who is finishing her probationary period a hear- 
The board of superintendents has the right 
document in its 


ing. 
to use any communication or 
possession, or to use any knowledge irrespective 
upon its recom- 


source, to determine 


The recommendation itself 


of its 
mendation. is dis- 
cretionary. The board can refuse to recommend 
for any reason whatsoever. Consequently, the 
record sought by appellant is not a public record 
and the board is not required to place it in the 
hands of any who may seek it. It is patently 
evident that there may be many documents in 
the possession of the board which may bear 


upon its conclusion in respect to the recommen- 





wn 


dation of teachers which are in the nature of 
privileged communications. To require the board 
of superintendents to make available as public 
records the data communicated in respect to the 
conduct and efficiency of teachers would result 
in making it extremely difficult ‘for the board 
to obtain accurate knowledge as to the efficiency 
and knowledge of the teachers serving a proba- 
tionary period. 
i 

Case No. 3029 ‘ 

Appeal from the dismissal of a teacher. 

Held: That failure to maintain discipline 
properly is sufficient reason for dismissal of 
teachers under contract. 
Case No. 3030 

Appellant held a dual position as principal of 
an elementary school and principal of a junior 
high school. Where the board of education 
abolished the dual position, creating new sepa- 
rate positions, appellant was entitled to be 
placed upon a preferred eligible list for the 
next similar vacancy. In order that there be a 
similar vacancy, a similar dual position would 
need to be found. 


Case No. 3047 

Appeal for the removal of members of a 
board of education on the ground that they 
authorized the expenditure of district moneys 
illegally. It appeared that district moneys were 
used for the payment of certain medical and 
dental care of children attending private and 
parochial schools. 

Held: As a matter of law that boards of edu- 
cation have jurisdiction only over the schools 
under their supervision and consequently are 
not authorized to provide instruction or edu- 
cational service elsewhere. Therefore, the pro- 
viding of medical and dental care for children 
not attending the public school system is ultra 
vires. In this case, however, it appeared that 
the service was rendered upon the recommenda- 
tion of an employe and performed without the 
board having been actually consulted. After 
the service was rendered and the expenditure 
incurred, the board took the position that the 
bill should be met and consequently audited, 
although instruction was given that no further 
expenditures of this nature be made. Under 
the circumstances the board was not guilty of 


wilful violation of law. 
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Educational Research Group 
Will Meet in Syracuse 


The Educational Research Association of 
New York State, of which Dr Harry §S. 
Ganders, Syracuse University, is president, and 
Dr Wayne W. Soper, State Education Depart- 
ment, is secretary-treasurer, will hold its annual 
luncheon meeting at the Hotel Syracuse, Thurs- 
day, December 27th, in conjunction with the 
meetings of the Associated Academic Principals 
and other allied associations. The general theme 
of the program will center around the progress 
that has been made in the selection of candi- 
dates for teacher training, the preservice and 
the inservice training of teachers. The follow- 
ing addresses will be given: “ Selective Ad- 
missions in Teacher-training Institutions,” Dr 
Oscar E. Hertzberg, State Teachers College at 
Buffalo; “The New Curriculum for the Edu- 
cation of Elementary School Teachers,” Dr 
Hermann Cooper, Assistant Commissioner for 
Teacher Education, New York State Education 
Department; “ Practical Inservice Training of 
Teachers,” W. Howard Pillsbury, superin- 
tendent of schools, Schenectady; “ Improved 
Opportunities for the Training of Leaders for 
American Schools,” Dr Paul R. Mort, director, 
School of Education, Teachers College, Colum- 
bia University. 

The meeting is open to all who are interested. 


——1) 


Geneva Colleges Operate 
under New ‘‘Hobart Plan”’ 


Hobart and William Smith colleges are oper- 
ating under the new “ Hobart Plan” for revis- 
ing the college calendar during the college year 
1934-35. Adoption of the plan at the two 
Geneva colleges resulted from a two-year study 
of the proposal. The new calendar is aimed to 
increase the efficiency of both teachers and 
students during a given period by eliminating 
long breaks within the semester. 

Under the “Hobart Plan,” Hobart and 
William Smith colleges opened immediately 
following Labor Day and will continue in 
session, with only a short break at Thanks- 
giving time, until December 22d. There will 
follow an extended vacation of from three to 
four weeks, after which the second semester 
will begin. This semester will also run without 
any prolonged breaks until late in May, when 
it will be concluded by commencement. 
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Superintendent Stoel Promotes 
Study of Local History 
An outline for the study of the local history 
of the third supervisory district of Jefferson 
Stoel, 
dis- 


county has been prepared by Thomas B. 
and 
supervision. 


superintendent of schools, 


under his 


district 
tributed to the 
Superintendent Stoel has been encouraging the 
local history for a number of years 
results of his 


schools 


study of 
and this 
etiorts. 
Following the suggestion in the Syllabus for 
Schools, this outline 


outline is one of the 


History in the Elementary 
merges local history with state history and de- 
velops it as an integral part of the pupil’s study. 
The mimeographed pamphlet containing the out- 
line includes maps of the district and a refer- 
Stoel ex- 


ence bibliography. Superintendent 


plains what has been done in a foreword, which 
reads as follows: 

In the fall of 1933, local history clubs were 
organized in 46 of the schools of the third 
supervisory district of Jefferson county. The 
boys and girls were asked to study the history 
of their school district and surrounding com- 
munity. The interest taken in this work by the 
pupils, the teachers and the parents was most 
gratifying. As a result we have obtained 
a large amount of new material that is very 
much worth while. We have located the sites 
and have learned considerable about the old 
mills, roadside inns and taverns, early schools 
and the homes of the first settlers of the towns 
of Cape Vincent, Clayton and Orleans. We 
have obtained and copied church records going 
back to 1820 and a number of school record 
books and reports from 1836 to 1896 and legible 
inscriptions on the stones in the abandoned 
cemeteries and many of the inscriptions on the 

mes at graves in private plots on farms have 
ss recorded. We have located cemeteries, in 
some school districts, whose existence had been 
forgotten by the people now living in the dis- 
tricts. In many of the schools the work done 
in local history has not been a task; it has been 
a pleasant experience for the boys and girls. 

Our work is not completed. We are going 
to continue it and make it more comprehensive 
by including the study of the history of Jeffer- 
son county, with emphasis on the history of 
the three towns in this supervisory district. 


The New York State Council of School 
Superintendents will hold a luncheon meeting 
December 28th, at the 
Building in Syracuse. 


Ackley, of 


council, 


at noon on Friday, 


Chamber of Commerce 
Superintendent E. L. Johnstown, 
secretary-treasurer of the will be in 


C harge. 


Department Supplies Pasters 
for Employment Certificates 


Attendance and Child Divi- 
village and district super- 


Accounting 


The 
sion has sent to city, 
intendents of schools pasters to be attached to 


employment certificates issued to minors. 
These pasters read: 

Not valid for employment contrary to pro- 
visions of the Labor Law, § 146, nor for any 
employment or processes prohibited under 
N.R.A. codes. Employers should consult their 
code authorities. 


Since hundreds of codes are involved and 


new ones are being constantly added, requiring 
employes in special instances to be 17 or 18 or 
21 years of age to be legally employed, super- 
intendents can not be expected to know when 


an employment certificate can be issued to a 


minor 16 years of age for work in a given 
industry. 
Since responsibility in the matter properly 


rests with the employer and his code authority, 


as well as with the certificating officer, it is 
suggested that the paster be attached to employ 
ment certificates issued for work in factories. 
This 
nature of 
stated 


from one type of 


procedure has point also because the 


the job is frequently not specifically 
worker can be shifted 


and because a 


work to another — something 


quite beyond the power of the certificating 
officer to control, 

Employers hiring minors of 17 years are ad- 
United States 


Labor to require a certificate of age. 


vised by the Department of 
Applica- 
tions for such certificates are therefore to be 
expected. 


oO 


Calendar of Educational Meetings 


New York State 
New 


District Super 
17th 


Association of 


intendents, York City, December 


19th 
Associated Academic Principals, Syracuse, 
29th 


Association of 


December 27th 
New York State 
Principals, Syracuse, December 27th 
New York State Vocational 
December 27th-—28th 
Association of New York 


Elementary 
28th 
Association, Syra- 
cuse, 
Educational Research 


State, Syracuse, December 27th 
American Physical Education Association, 
Pittsburgh, April 24th-—27th 


third district of Suffolk 


December 11th 


conference : 


Centerport, 


Teachers’ 
county, 
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The University of the State of New York 
Bulletin to the Schools 


Issued semimonthly during the school year by 
the State Education Department 


Cuar_es F. Proses, Editor 


This bulletin is sent without charge to all schools and 
educational institutions of the State. To others it will 
be mailed postpaid for 50 cents a year, 5 cents for 
single copies. 

Entered as second-class matter September 30, 1914, 
at the post office at Albany, N. Y., under the act of 
August 24, 1912. Acceptance for mailing at special 
rate of postage provided for in section 1103, act of 
October 3, 1917, authorized July 19, 1918. 


NOVEMBER 15, 1934 


Biography of Dr A. S. Draper 
Reviewed by Commissioner 

and Work of Andrew Sloan Draper, by 

Horner, Assistant Commissioner for Higher 


University of the State of New York. 
University of Illinois Press, 1934, 


The Life 
Harlan H. 
Education, The 
Published by the 

This volume contains a biography of the 
state educational officer of the 
twentieth century, written by the man who un- 
derstood and appreciated him best. Despite the 
closeness of their relations, Doctor Horner has 
described Commissioner Draper just as he was. 
Much of the material is taken from the sources 
and all interpretations are based upon a careful 


greatest chief 


balancing of evidence. 

The biography affords a most interesting ac- 
count of the three periods of Doctor Draper's 
as a jurist and legislator 
The fruit- 
Urbana 
and the 


career as a student, 
and as an educational administrator. 
ful years of his service at Cleveland, 
and Albany are sketched at length, 
culmination of his career in shaping the educa- 
tional future of the largest and wealthiest State 
in the Union is sympathetically and fully por- 
trayed. No matter how well one thinks he 
knew Andrew S. Draper, he finds here 
views and sidelights that he has never seen, 
and the figure of the great educator thus illum- 
reality and warmth beyond 
one’s previous imagination. Illinois and New 
York must ever be proud of his record, and any 
member or alumnus of the State Uni- 
and any 


new 


inated takes on a 


faculty 
versity in the one commonwealth 
teacher or educational official of the State De- 
fails to read this 


will 


partment in the other who 


story of Doctor Draper’s life and work, 





NEW YORK 


miss an intellectual treat and a_ professional 
opportunity. 

The University of Illinois is to be congratu- 
lated upon both presswork and binding. The 
illustrations are well chosen and graphic. The 
edition is limited and will scarcely meet the 
demand. 

FraNK P. Graves 


— ,\ — 


Supervisor Explains Rules 
for Free Milk Distribution 


Regulations of the Temporary Emergency 
Relief Administration for the distribution of 
free milk to school schildren are explained in 
a letter which Mary G. McCormick, supervisor 
of health teaching in the Department, has sent 
to superintendents of schools. 

The Legislature appropriated $1,500,000 to 
provide free milk for undernourished and needy 
children, babies and nursing mothers. The ad- 
ministration of the fund has been placed under 
the direction of the Temporary Emergency 
Relief Administration. The digest of official 
rules relating to the distribution of milk tu 
pupils follows: 

To obtain free milk for undernourished and 
needy school children: 

1 A list of such children should be sent by 
the superintendent of schools (or by the princi- 
pal if authorized by his superintendent ) to the 
local commissioner of public welfare for ap- 
proval. The list of school children should be 
followed by a statement by the principal that 
all of the children on this list are “in need of 
milk and are from families whose financial 
status is so near the borderline that they are 
unable to provide the extra milk required.” The 
children may be selected by the teacher, nurse 
or physician. 

2 This list of names should be accompanied 
by a written statement of approval from the 
local department of public health showing that 
all state and local sanitary codes are being com- 
plied with in regard to the distribution of milk 
in the schools. 7 it 

3 A list of children receiving this free milk 
at school together with their ages, addresses 
and the quantities of milk consumed monthly 
should be sent to the local commissioner of 
public welfare each month. a : 

The dairymen who will deliver this free milk 
to the schools will be selected by the local com- 
missioner of public welfare and will receive 
their pay through the Temporary Emergency 


Relief Administration. The schools do not 
handle any funds in connection with this free 
milk. Additional details may be found in 


TERA Official Bulletin No. 64 issued on Sep- 
tember 26, 1934. A copy may be consulted in 
the office of the local welfare commissioner. 
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Department 


New publications issued within recent months 
by the State Education Department include the 
following : 


Syllabus in English for Secondary Schools, 


Grades 7 to 12. 35 cents 





This publication was prepared through the co- 
operation of more than 1000 classroom teachers, 
principals and supervisors and many thousands of 








pupils. It provides a continuous program in English 
tor grades 7 to 12, Among its features are the 
emphasis given to individual differences, the sugges 
tions as to differentiated assignments for various 
groups with differing interests and abilities, the wide 
pportunity for choice of material and for coordina 
tion of subject matter from other fields of study, 
the detailed suggestions relative to activities that 
will give the English work purposeful motivation, 
ind the suggestions for library training. he syl 
ibus has been distributed to principals of high 
schoc in limited quantities Teachers shouk 
btain copies through their principal. 





‘ommunity and School Relationships, Circular 
5 of the Informal Teaching Series. 5 cents 
School 


Relationships through an Activity 


Development of and Community 
Program, 

Circular 6 of the Informal Teaching Scries. 
5 cents 

‘ooperative Room Activities, Circular 7 of the 
Informal Teaching Series. 5 cents 

‘ooperative School Activities, Circular 8 of the 


Informal Teaching Series. 5 cents 





The four circulars of the Informal Teaching 
Series are a continuation of the publications pre 
pared under the direction of the Informal Teaching 
Committee of the New York State Association of 


Principals. 


Elementary 
5 and 6 deal with school 


Circulars 





relationships and suggest ways 
building these relationships 
Circulars 8 and 9 deal with school activities that 


include 


iddit 


among 





furnish 


trom Vv 
ot in 


children 
nal means 
children. 


rious 


reasing social ex] 


‘rends in Unit Teaching, A Fourth Report on 


Cardinal Objectives in Elementary Educa 












tion. 25 cents 
rhis publication is a continuat 
experiments in the materials 
elementary school a movemer 
be designated as unit teaching I 
riculum. It summarizes the tren inate 
te s noted in the analysis of ut 4 reports 
by teachers, and contains a wealth of 
e material from these reports \ foreword 
J. Cayce Morrison, Assistant ¢ missioner 
f Elementary ucation, states 
‘In this there is substantial evidence 
that teachers > elementary schools of this State 
ire searching for new materials and are evaluating 
subject matter and method, resulting in, (1) 








greatly increased opportunity for social experiences 

among children; (2) an _ ever-increasing emphasis 

upon ¢ und «social understandings which 

unite the more closely to the nity 

(3) a f the relationshiy 

und =the program; (4) an i 

tion t matter; (5) the « 

research itudes and technics among 

teachers; (6) more emphasis upor di- 
and the collective appreciative and creative 
children, and; (7) the h of an analyt 

i r critical attitude among teachers toward the 

new technics and methods being used.’ 
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Publications 


Social Studies Books for Even Years. 5 cents 





This list of books has r use 
the study of the even y tline it 
the Handbook for Rural , Cur 
riculum Bulletin 2 I G 
rhe books recomn led ¢ practical, ir tit t 
boys and girls, needed for tl < rse fs 

] 


relatively easy t 


Regulations Relative to the Secondary School 
Curriculum and State High School Diplomas 
5 cents 

h 
cents 

a Ninth Year Course in 
State Syllabuses 


Civics, Economic Citizenship and Educational 


New Requirements for the State High School 


Diplomas in Business Subjects. 5 
Suggested Outline of 
cluding Topics 


irom In 








and Occupational Opportunity. 5 cents 
This outline is for tempo ise until a syllabus 
n prepared It 4 mport t s 
# the three syll ivi r 
und «¢ itional 1 
schools that wish t ff a1 tu 
t t t wor I n if 
Principals’ Certificates, Statement of Policy 


1934. 5 


Education and 


July 1, 


cents 

Practice New 
State with Suggested Remedial Measures, 
Harlan H 


Doctor 
that 


York 
by 


Nursing 


in 


Horner. 10 cents 


Horner presents facts that 





te 








gestions tor nS 
us overcrowding n, t 
é inate the practice to pr 
V | cw typ ar 1 
to j ssionalize fully 
rhe Postgraduate Problem in New York Stat« 


High Schools, Wayne 


by 





Frederick J. Hollister. 10 cents 
This brings it recent - 


each communit 


Admission by Colleges and 


\pplicants Refused 


Professional Schools of New York State, by 

Warren W. Coxe and Philip A. Cowen 
I 

15 cents 

Seventy -s¢ ? lleges nd profe nal I ls of 
New York State 

. to wi the efus P I : 
1 ertakes t leges 1 pr 
< s with t hay the t 
hey jected It shows t cr t 
‘ ng s hool or exe ( ' ‘ 
r ved + per nt we ec! c 

neous act I report is org ed lin 
t he type f eve refusing ad 


The Prognosis of Teaching Ability of Students 


in New York State Normal Schools, by 
Warren W. Coxe and Ethel L. Cornell. 
25 cents 

rhis tudy shows the relat hip between t 
rit t ised in the selection of stuck » norm 
s success ar l her s ess It is the 
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first study to follow a group of students through 
the training period and on into teaching and pre- 
sents important conclusions and recommendations. 

List of Slides for Fifth Grade Geography, 
Panama Canal Zone, Study G5-I of the 
Visual Instruction Division. 5 cents 

List of Slides for Fifth Grade Geography, The 
United States (except New York), Study 
G5-C of the Visual Instruction Division. 
20 cents 

These publications of the Visual Instruction Divi- 
sion list slides grouped by topics according to the 
State Syllabus in Geography for the Fifth Grade. 
In the list of slides on the United States the 
pamphlet also gives page and chapter references to 
a number of reference books which it is recom- 
mended schools provide to encourage _ reading. 
Teaching notes accompany the titles of slides listed. 
The Division has provided slides for grades 3, 4 

and 5 to be used in following the state syllabus and 
has prepared a majority of the units for the sixth 
grade. The Division recommends that schools that 
have a projection lantern begin using the slides in 
the third grade and make a fair trial of this means 
of instruction. On the basis of this experience the 
school can properly determine whether to extend 
the use of screen pictures. 

Education Law as Amended to July 1, 1934. 
50 cents 

Public School Finances for the School Year 
Ending June 30, 1932. 85 cents 


- oO - 


National Student Forum 
Promotes Study of Paris Pact 


A prospectus outlining proposed activities for 
high schools interested in studying the Paris 
Pact, which has been signed by 63 nations in- 
cluding the United States, may be obtained from 
the National Student Forum on the Paris Pact, 
532 17th street, N. W., Washington, D. C. 

Any junior or senior high school that asks 
to be enrolled with the National Student Forum 
and makes a serious study of the Paris Pact 
by the entire school or by any class or group 


in the school, becomes a “ participating ” school. 
The principal will receive from the National 
Student Forum, without cost, a package of 
teaching material including a textbook for the 
basic study, several teaching outlines for the 
study of international relations, bibliographies 
etc. The principal adapts all plans to meet 
his own convenience. A number of projects 
are suggested for the study of international 
relations. 

Dr George M. Wiley, Assistant Commis- 
sioner for Secondary Education, is one of the 
honorary vice chairmen of the committee in 


charge. Harry G. Van Deusen, principal of 


the Oneonta High School, is forum chairman 
for New York State. 


Handbook Lists Projects for 
High School Tercentenary 


Suggestions for the observance of the 300th 
anniversary of American high schools are con- 
tained in a handbook issued by the celebration 
committee of the Department of Secondary 
School Principals of the National Education 
Association. 

The handbook explains that the objects of 
the celebration are: to present to the public 
the aims and works of secondary education; t 
emphasize the necessity of public secondary edu 
cation to a free democracy ; to acquaint the pub 
lic with advanced developments in secondary 
instruction; to improve the chances for every 
boy and girl to benefit from the full program 
of the secondary schools. 


It is recalled that the modern American high 
school had its beginnings three centuries ago 
when the Boston Latin School was founded. At 
this time there was established the principle of 
free public education. During the year 1934-35 
friends of the public schools are employing all 
available forces to remind the United States of 
its unique educational traditions and to win sym- 
pathy, understanding and respect for the prob- 
lems of the high school. 

The handbook summarizes the national cele- 
bration plans, which include the proposal for 
printing commemorative stamps, the production 
of a motion picture presenting dramatic epi- 
sodes in high school history, the presentation 
of radio broadcasts and other activities. The 
handbook also suggests celebration programs 
for teachers and 
number of plans and projects in classrooms. In 
addition, there are listed the eleventh annual 
for creative literature, art 


administrators and offers a 


Scholastic Awards 
and crafts by high school pupils. 

Copies of the handbook may be obtained on 
request from the office of the celebration com 
mittee, Department of Secondary School Prin- 
cipals, 155 East 44th street, New York City. 


disis 
The national convention of the American 
Physical Education Association and its Eastern 
District Society will be held in Pittsburgh, 
April 24-27, 1935. 
ee 


A proposal to issue bonds for $450,000 for 
the erection of a new central school in Mahopac 
was approved at a recent special election. 
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Doctor Simpson Explains the School Finance Situation 


Total public school expenditures in New York 
State showed a decrease from 1930 to 1933 of 
over 51 million dollars, according to a state- 
ment of Dr A. D. Simpson, Assistant Commis- 
sioner of Education for Finance, in an address 
before school administrators in the central zone 
meeting of the New York State Teachers 
Association in Utica on October 26th. While 
the very extensive work of auditing and tabu- 
lating the 1934 reports from districts 
can not be completed for some time in the State 
Doctor Simpson said 


school 


Education Department, 
that a cursory inspection of the data indicated 
that there will be a further 10 to 20 million 
decrease in 1933-34, making a shrinkage in 
total public school expenditures of from 60 to 
70 millions since the peak year of 1930. In his 
address Doctor Simpson analyzed this picture 
of the “ schools doing their part” by presenting 
the details of the financial situation. 

School expenditures, he explained, are com- 
monly divided into three major classifications : 
current expenses, capital outlay and debt serv- 
ice. Current or operating expenses for schools 
were at their high level in 1932, and the 
decreases due to the effect of the depression 
began to show from that time on. During the 
single year from 1932 to 1933 current expenses 
decreased about 16 millions, of which nearly 
instructional service and 
This 
decrease in current expenses amounted in one 
over $10 a pupil, from $138.55 in 
to $128.02 in 1932-33. 


10 millions was in 


largely represented by teachers’ salaries. 


year to 
1931-32, 

Capital outlay is for building or plant exten- 
sion and is financed in two ways, from current 
funds and Capital 
outlay from current funds decreased from seven 
millions in 1930 to three millions in 1933 and 
From sale of 


from the sale of bonds. 


virtually disappeared in 1934. 
bonds the decrease was from 71 millions in 1930 
to 20 millions in 1933. The history of school 
building construction is that it goes by streaks. 
From practically no outlay during the war the 
cost increased to an all-time high level of 
88 millions in 1925 necessitated by the unprece- 
dented increase in enrolment and by the neglect 
of the prior years. Since 1925, with some ups 
and downs, there has been a falling off in new 
construction until there is very little to be noted 
at present during a period of enormous increase 


in attendance. 


Debt service is a concomitant of capital out- 
lay. It remained at about the same level but 
with slight increase in 1933 as compared with 
1932 and 1930. 


“Perhaps the most significant change in the 
school finance picture,” said Doctor Simpson, 
“and one of great import to the public generally, 
is to be found in the proceeds from the local 
school tax on property. During the single year 
from 1932 to 1933 the amount of receipts from 
tax on property in school districts decreased by 
28 millions from 228.1 millions to 199.9 millions. 
This is the figure load 
placed on real property, or that source of rev- 
enue which state aid for schools is designed 
which state aid 
fact, the 
was 


which indicates the 


to relieve and the burden of 
helps to equalize. As a matter of 
revenue from local taxation for 


less in 1933 than at any time since 1928.” 


schoc Is 


Doctor Simpson pointed out, however, that 
While the cost 
meet the 


this is only half of the picture. 
of education has been curtailed to 
the period the pupil load has 
markedly increased. From 1930 to 1933 pupil 
enrolment jumped 145,468, an average of from 
45,000 to 50,000 a year, and the 1934 figures 
are expected to bring the total increase since 
1930 to upwards of 175,000 pupils. 

Doctor Simpson pointed out that this pres- 


exigencies of 


sure of attendance, largely in the high school 
levels, has taxed the ingenuity of administra- 
Even before 1930 this 
For 


tors and school boards. 
same pressure was apparent. example, 
between 1929 and 1930 average daily attendance 
increased over 64,000. He noted that it is one 
thing to decrease cost when there is a decreased 
load but another thing to decrease cost in the 
face of an load. He congratulated 
the school administrations of the cities, villages 
and school districts of the State that they had 


This sav- 


increased 


been able to effect such reductions. 


ing has been effected, he said, by decreasing 


salaries, by increasing teacher loads, by en- 


larging classes, by eliminating services, by cur- 


tailing supplies, by halting construction and 
repairs and by other means. It should never 
be said, declared Doctor Simpson, that the 


schools failed to do their very difficult part and 
to do it well in meeting the demands of this 
economic depression. 

Turning to state aid for 
Simpson, emphasized its importance and par- 


schools, Doctor 
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ticularly the appropriation made by the special 
session of the Legislature last summer to enable 
the State to make full payment in accordance 
with the law. This, he said, should prove of 
still further relief to local taxation during 1935. 

As to the 
indicated 


future of school finance, Doctor 
Simpson that in the face of the 
already highly burdened property tax source 
increasing reliance must be placed on state aid 
derived from nonproperty 


which is wholly 


taxes. In concluding, he said: 

Education will continue to cost money. 
School administrations will continue to be 
economical, as has most generally been the 


The school personnel demands no silver 
platter. It simply has a vast and complex job 
to do as the agent of society. It naturally 
sees ways of doing a better job but as with 
all sorts of undertakings, improvements gener- 
ally require investment and increased cost. In 
the last analysis, the schools belong to the 
people and it is the people, the whole people, 
that determine the extensiveness and intensive- 
ness of the school program. This determina- 
tion should at all times be in the interest of 
the children and the youth of the State. In 
this day and age, amidst the challenges of 1934, 
New York people ought not to look backward 
but forward in the education of youth. In the 
long run school support will be popularly 
ordered to this end. 


case. 


Christmas Seal Campaign 


B U Y 


CHRISTMAS 
SEALS 


The sale of 
Christmas 
funds for the prevention and 


annual 
seals to raise 
cure of tuberculosis is being 
conducted from Thanksgiv- 


SEASONS GREETINGS 
1934 ing to Christmas by local, 
state and national tubercu- 
losis associations. The 
Christmas seal this year 


commemorates the 50th an- 


niversary of the beginning 


IH FE: L P of modern sanatorium treat- 
ment in the United States 

FIGHT 
TUBERCULOSIS 





by the late Dr Edward Liv- 
ingston Trudeau at Saranac 
Lake in February 1885. 
that the seal depicts became the nucleus of the 
Today 
86,917 


The one-room cottage 


sanatorium movement in this country. 


there are 659 sanatoriums containing 


beds. 


THE STATE OF 





NEW YORK 


Geography Teachers Will 
Meet in Philadelphia 


The National Council of Geography Teachers 
will meet in Philadelphia, Pa., December 26th 
and 27th. 

Wednesday morning will be devoted to dis- 
cussions of geographic field work and its rela- 
tion to planning toward better utilization of 
Earl Hanson, of the Water 
National 
research in 


natural resources. 


Resources Section of the Resources 
Board, 
national planning. 


discussions will center on “ Developing 


discuss geographic 
The Wednesday afternoon 


Inde- 


will 


pendence in the Use of Geographic Tools.” A 
large group of council members will participate 
in attempting to answer briefly specific ques- 


tions about teaching geography which have 
been received and are being received from 
teachers in many sections of the country. 

The Thursday morning session will stress 


urban studies. Professor Preston James, of the 
University of Michigan, and Professor Lewis 
F. Thomas, of Washington University, St 
Louis, Mo., will present content studies, based 
on recent research, of specific cities. These 
will be followed by a discussion of “ Organizing 
Urban Material for Classroom Use” by Ruby 
Harris and other specialists in this field. 

Dr William Scott Gray, of the University of 
first 


Specialists in promoting the prog- 


Chicago, will be the speaker Thursday 
afternoon. 
ress of inservice teachers of geography will 
deal with this aspect of teacher education. 

The speaker at the dinner on Thursday even- 
ing will be Dr Isaiah Bowman, director of the 
American Geographical Society of New York 
City. 


oO 


Doctor Anderson Resigns 
from New York Public Library 
Dr Edwin Hatfield 
after serving for 21 years as director of the 
New York Public Library, and has been made 
director emeritus by the board of trustees. He 


Anderson has resigned 


is succeeded by Harry Miller Lydenberg, who 
has been assistant director. 
From 1906 to 1908 Doctor Anderson was 


director of the New York State Library and its 
Library School, resigning to become assistant 
director of the New York Public Library. 
After the death in March 1913 of Dr John S. 


Billings, first director of the library, Doctor 


Anderson was appointed director. 
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Motion Picture Division Reports on Film Reviews 


State 


licensed 


of the 
and 


The Division 


Education 


Motion Picture 
Department reviewed 
1769 films during the year beginning July 1, 
1933, and ending June 30, 1934, according to 
the annual report submitted by Irwin Esmond, 
Director of the Division, to Commissioner of 
Of 1769 


with 


Frank P. Graves. these 


approved 


Education 


films, 286 were eliminations. 


Fifteen pictures were rejected entirely, of which 


two were later revised and approved with 
eliminations. 
The net revenue to the State for the year 


amounted to $170,670.79. Receipts for the year 


were $231,497.88 and expenditures were 
$60,827.09. The net revenue is $8,973.32 
greater than last year’s revenue. Since the 


organization of the Motion Picture Commission 
in 1921 the total net profit to the State over and 
above all expenditures has been $1,688,7064.63. 
The Motion Picture Division is charged with 
the duty of reviewing and licensing motion 
pictures, except news releases, previous to ex- 
hibition in New York State. 


of 


It is also charged 


with the duty inspecting theaters or any 
place where motion picture films are exhibited, 
stored, kept or used, for the purpose of ascer- 
taining whether such films have been licensed, 
the license leader is displayed on the screen in 


accordance with the statute and the eliminations 


Music Appreciation Hour 


The seventh consecutive season of the organ- 
ized course in the understanding of good music, 
the National Broadcasting Company Music Ap- 
preciation Hour, was inaugurated by Dr Walter 
Damrosch, on Friday, October 5th, over the 


NBC-WEAF-W]JZ 


to-co 


combined — coast ast 
networks. 

More than 6,000,000 school children through- 
out the will develop their knowledge 
of the world’s greatest compositions in the 12 
weekly the NBC Symphony 


Orchestra, Doctor 


country 


concerts — by 


which Damrosch will 


in 
forms of music. 


the 


demonstrate the various 

Students’ notebooks, 
the numbers played in each broadcast, and the 
instructor's to interpreting 


the course are distributed from the NBC studios 


giving themes of 


assist n 


manuals 


in Radio City. 


have been made pursuant to directions of the 
Division. 

In his report Mr Esmond said: 

The fact that 8362 reels of film were re- 


viewed during the year, that 15 pictures were 
rejected outright, and that 2195 eliminations 
were made on statutory grounds, will give some 
idea of the amount of work that is done. Dur 
ing the entire time that this Division has been 
in operation, we have succeeded in keeping off 
the screen pictures exploiting prostitution, ve 


nereal disease, white slavery, narcotic drugs, 
unnatural love, sterilization, nudism, and films 
destructive of our form of government. We 
have also eliminated a very great number of 
scenes of lust, crime, indecency and immorality, 
as well as scenes that are inhuman and 
sacrilegious 

In administering the motion picture law, the 
Motion Picture Division has always kept in 
mind the rulings and procedure of the court 
construing and applying similar language used 
in statutes over which the courts have been 
called upon to exercise jurisdiction. We have 


consistently maintained a sane, conservative and 


constructive administration of the motion pix 
ture law in this State. In doing this, we hav 
acted carefully under the statute to the end 
that our actions may be wholly defensible if 
called in question either before the Commis 


the courts 


foll 


sioner of Education or before 


The 2195 eliminations are classed as ws 
indecent, 838; inhuman, 79; tending to incite 
to crime, 511; immoral or tending to corrupt 





15. 





morals, sacrilegious, 


Broadcasts Are Continued 


The 1934-35 course, as in previous seasons, 


will consist of four series of graded programs 


for children from eight to 18 years old. Each 
Friday morning broadcast from 11 a. m. to 
12 noon, Eastern standard time, will include 
programs for two of the series, the remaimu 

two being covered in the broadcast of the f | 


lowing week. 


More than 70 stations will carry the Musi 


Appreciation Hour programs. Previe 


perience has shown that the concerts 


tor Damrosch’s explanations of the forms a1 


a 
expressions of music are listened to regularly 
not only by millions of children but by adults 
as well, for the programs combine both enter 


tainment and instruction 
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Michigan College Offers 
Scholarship to This State 


The Michigan College of Mining and Tech- 
nology at Houghton is offering again this year 
to a high school pupil from this State a scholar- 
ship remitting the matriculation and tuition fees 
for the regular four-year course in engineering. 
The authorities at the college request that the 
pupil recommended by the principal for this 
scholarship be in the upper half of his class 
and that he be in every way a worthy and 
deserving pupil. 

The Michigan College of Mining and Tech- 
nology requires 15 units of work for admission. 
These 15 units should include a minimum of 
3 units of English, 1% units of algebra, 
1% units of geometry, covering plane, solid and 
spherical geometry, and 1 unit of physics. The 
remaining units may be selected by the applicant. 
Not more than two units of vocational training 
may be offered. 

Nominations for this scholarship may be 
submitted by any high school principal to 
Dr George M. Wiley, Assistant Commissioner 
for Secondary Education, up to May 1, 1935. 
The transcript of the high school record must 
be submitted by the principal making the nomi- 
nation. The Commissioner of Education will 
act upon these applications and make the 
recommendation for the New York State 
scholarship about June 1, 1934. 


——(> - 


Frank R. Wassung Heads 
Council of Superintendents 


Frank R. Wassung, superintendent of schools 
at Norwich, was elected president of the Coun- 
cil of School Superintendents at the annual 
meeting in September. Superintendent Joseph 
C. Brown, of Pelham, was elected vice presi- 
dent and Superintendent E. L. Ackley, of Johns- 
town, was reelected secretary-treasurer. 


To answer the requests of students engaged 
in preparing debates this year on the subject 
of federal aid to education, the Office of Edu- 
cation in Washington announces that it has a 
number of publications available free or at 
small cost. 


Regents Make Appointments 
to Advisory Councils 


Appointments and reappointments to the 
State Examinations Board and to Advisory 
Councils were approved by the Board of 
Regents of The University of the State of 
New York at its meeting on October 18th in 
the State Education Building at Albany. 

The following members of the State Exam- 
inations Board were reappointed for terms 
expiring in 1938: Lamont F. Hodge, superin- 
tendent of schools, Yonkers; Dr Samuel P. 
Capen, chancellor of the University of Buffalo; 
and Dr Harold G. Campbell, superintendent of 
schools at New York City. The Board ap- 
pointed G. Carl Alverson, superintendent of 
schools at Syracuse, as a member of the State 
Examinations Board to succeed Dr Herbert S. 
Weet, formerly superintendent of schools at 
Rochester, for a term expiring in 1936. The 
State Examinations Board appoints committees 
to prepare question papers for state examina- 
tions and advises with the Commissioner of 
Education regarding the form and contents of 
syllabuses covering the subjects of study in the 
elementary and secondary schools. 

The Board of Regents made the following 
appointments and reappointments to the Ad- 
visory Councils, which serve as advisory bodies 
with which the officers of the Department may 
consult : 

College Council. Rev. James P. Sweeney, 
president of Canisius College, appointed to suc- 
ceed Rev. Rudolph J. Eichhorn, for a term 
expiring in 1936; Dr Harry Woodburn Chase, 
chancellor of New York University, appointed 
for a term expiring in 1938; Dr Frederick C. 
Ferry, president of Hamilton College, reap- 
pointed for a term expiring in 1939 

Academic Council. Rev. J. H. Conroy, prin- 
cipal of St Mary’s Academy, Ogdensburg, re 
appointed for a term expiring in 1937 

Library Council. Paul M. Paine, librarian 
of Syracuse Public Library, reappointed for a 
term expiring in 1935; Henry M. Lydenberg, 
director, New York Public Library, appointed 
for a term expiring in 1937; Milton J. Fer- 
guson, librarian, Brooklyn Public Library, 
appointed for a term expiring in 1938; Augus- 


tus H. Shearer, librarian, Grosvenor Library, 
Buffalo, reappointed for a term expiring in 1939 

Industrial Education Council. Charles R. 
Richards, of Cooper Union, New York City, 
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reappointed for a term expiring in 1938; Dexter 
S. Kimball, Cornell University, reappointed for 
a term expiring in 1939 

Agricultural Education Council. Fred Porter, 
Crown Point, reappointed for term expiring in 
1938; Fred J. Interlaken, 
pointed for a term expiring in 1939; Berne A. 
Pyrke, Berne, appointed for unexpired term of 
C. R. White, Ionia, deceased, or until 1936 

Museum Orange L. Van Horne, 
Cooperstown, reappointed for term expiring in 
1938; Sanford L. Cluett, Troy, reappointed for 
a term expiring in 1939; Waldemar Kaempffert, 
New York, appointed for unexpired term of 
Owen D. Young, resigned, or until 1936 

Physically Handicapped Children’s Council. 
Frank L. Armstrong, New York, reappointed 
for term expiring in 1938; Esten A. Fletcher, 
reappointed term expiring in 


Freestone, reap- 


Council. 


Rochester, for 
1939 

Accountancy Council. Samuel J. 
Jamestown; Charles Hecht, New York; Samuel 
LD. Leidesdorf, New York; Robert H. Mont- 
gomery, New York; John T. Madden, 
New York, reappointed for terms expiring in 


1937 


Lasser, 


and 


New York University Receives 
$50,000 for Adult Education 


New York University has received an emer- 
gency grant of $50,000 from the General Edu- 
cation Board to conduct a program of teacher 
training and research in connection with the 
adult New 

A part of the grant will be used 


emergency education activities in 
York City. 


to strengthen the administrative and supervisory 


staff conducting the adult education program. 


The program will be under the direction of 
Dr Ned H. Dearborn, director of the Division 
of General Education of New York University, 
and will be planned and conducted in coopera- 
tion with Dr L. A. Wilson, Assistant Commis- 
sioner for Vocational and Extension Education, 


who is in charge of emergency education for 


Building Plans Approved 


Building plans approved by the School Build- 
ings and Grounds Division of the Department 
include the following : 

Hempstead, addition to high school, $219,000; 
approved August 10th 

Hempstead, addition to Washington School, 
$45,000; approved August 10th 

Hempstead, addition to Jackson School, 
$26,000; approved August 10th 

West 


Broome 


Colesville, 
$9000 ; 


Colesville (District 3, 


county), new grade school, 
approved September 21st 
Elizabethtown, fire exit from gymnasium of 
high school, $600; approved September 28th 
Croton Falls, laying new floor in auditorium- 
gymnasium, $536; approved September 28th 
District 9, Northumberland, Saratoga county, 
new one-room school, $4000; approved Octo- 
ber Ist 
Watervliet, remodeling 
heating and ventilating system in 
$16,000; approved October Ist 


installation of 
Sch« I | l, 


and 


New York State; Superintendent Harold G. 
Campbell, Associate Superintendent William E. 
Grady and Dr Morris E. Siegel, director of 
evening and continuation schools, all of the 
New York City board of education 
Cincinnatus, new grade and high school, 


$214,500; approved October Ist 
Patchogue, waterproofing 

School Medford 

approved October 15th 


River Avenue 


and Avenue School, $4405; 


Harpursville, temporary housing, $500; ap- 
proved October 15th 
Monticello, new junior-senior high school, 


> 


$337,000; approved October 15th 


Syosset, repairs to floor, $796; approved 
October 15th 

South Otselic, new 
$121,000; approved October 15th 


Quogue, equipment, school furniture, shades, 


grade and high school, 


lighting fixtures, stage curtains, draperies and 

oil burners, $9000; approved October 15th 
Quogue, landscape and sewage disposal work, 

$11,790.15; approved October 19th 


Oxford, acoustical treatment of basement, 
Scout room and 
$2120; approved October 19th 

Congers, coal stoker and steam piping, $4024; 


approved October 19th 


Boy five or six classrooms, 
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District 3, Ghent, Columbia county, heating 
and ventilating system, $2400; approved Octo- 
ber 19th 

Machias, addition to high school, $72,000; 
approved October 19th 

Wallkill, addition and alteration to John E. 
Borden High School, $70,000; approved Oc- 
tober 26th 

Maywood (District 6, Colonie, Albany 
county), oil burner installation, $800; approved 
October 26th 

District 1, Conewango, Cattaraugus county, 
alteration and toilet addition, $800; approved 
November 9th 


The rural teachers in the town of Cicero, 
Onondaga county, have organized a Cicero 
Teachers Club, which meets monthly. Educa- 
tional and social programs are enjoyed. 


Dean Hawkes Named 
Head of College Association 


Dr Herbert E. Hawkes, dean of Columbia 
College, Columbia University, was elected presi- 
dent of the Association of Colleges and Uni- 
versities of the State of New York at the 
annual meeting held on October 18th in Albany. 
He succeeds Dr Henry T. Moore, president of 
Skidmore College. 


A pamphlet in question and answer form 
which outlines the basic facts concerning de- 
posit insurance has been prepared by the Federal 
Deposit Insurance Corporation with head- 
quarters in Washington, D. C. The corpora- 
tion offers to send copies of this pamphlet to 
secondary schools to aid in a study of current 
developments in banking. Requests for copies 
should be made to the corporation. 
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